 Considering the V, VI and VII Framework Programme, Italy is ranked as fourth country in Europe, as for the proposals submitted and funded, following UK, Germany and France.
 The trend of the Italian performance, i.e. the percentage of grants obtained has decreased over time: from a share of 9.4% in FP5 to 8.4% in FP7, probably due to the increased competition generated by the opening of the FPs to the new Member States.
 The spread between Italian contribution to the EU budget and the overall grants obtained within VII FP is negative for Italy (-3.9%); Germany is close to the balance, while the UK has a positive return equal to +4.4%.  At national level …  Active and continuative participation in the process of defining objectives and drafting programs;  The development of an Italian R&I system complementary and consistent with the European one  The coordination of ministries, local administrators, programme experts, both at national and European level;  Achieving a critical mass and promoting consultations among different national stakeholders to identify ideas and common priorities;  Reducing "barriers to entry", harmonizing national regulations to the EU ones (i.e. salary levels, visa issues, compulsory procedures to buy equipment or to hire staff members).
